Hospital-Level Factors Related to 30-Day Readmission Rates.
This study investigates the relationship between inpatient quality of care as measured by the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) patient safety indicator (PSI) composite and all-cause, hospital-wide, 30-day readmission rates. Discharge data from 4 statewide databases were analyzed. Linear, repeated-measures regressions were performed to predict hospital-level 30-day readmission rates. The mean readmission rate was 12.9%, and the mean PSI composite ratio was 0.95 among 524 hospitals with 2592 observations. In the hospital-level analysis, the risk-adjusted AHRQ PSI composite was not significantly associated with hospital 30-day readmission rate after controlling for hospital-level characteristics, patient case mix, and sociodemographics. Inpatient quality of care appears to have less influence on hospital readmission rates than do clinical and socioeconomic factors. However, these results suggest that a patient safety composite measure that includes postdischarge complications would provide more information to assist hospitals and communities in understanding the association between quality of care and readmission rates.